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SUBJECT: RAMAY TO LEAVE CHIEF MINISTERSHIP FOR SENATE 
(AND CABINET?) 

REF: A. LAHORE 491 
B. LAHORE 493 

1. CONFIRMING WEEKS OF PRESS AND PUBLIC SPECULATION AND TIPS 
FROM PERSONAGES MOST CLOSELY INVOLVED (REFTELS), IT WAS 
OFFICIALLY REVEALED JULY 10 THAT PUNJAB CHIEF MINISTER MUHAMMAD 
HANEEF RAMAY WILL SOON STEP DOWN TO STAND FOR ELECTION TO 
PAKISTAN SENATE. PRESS AND PRIVATE SOURCES AGREE LATTER TO 
SERVE AS STEPPINGSTONE TO HIS APPOINTMENT TO CENTRAL 

CABINET. 

2. REVELATION CAME IN FORM OF PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FROM 
ISLAMABAD BY PPP GENERAL SECRETARY MUBASHAR HASSAN THAT RAMAY 
HAD BEEN AWARDED PARTY TICKET TO CONTEST ONE OF FIVE SENATE 
SEATS FROM PUNJAB TO BE FILLED THROUGH INDIRECT ELECTION 

(I.E. BY PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY) JULY 24. RAMAY ACKNOWLEDGED 
INTENTION TO RUN FOR SENATE IN PUBLIC MEETING HERE SAME DAY. 

COMMENT: SINCE UNDER CONSTITUTION ARTICLE 223 NO PERSON MAY 
SERVE IN BOTH PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY AND CENTRAL PARLIAMENT, 
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RAMAY HAS TO RESIGN FROM PA WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS IN ORDER TO 
ENTER SENATE. RESIGNING FROM PA WOULD AUTOMATICALLY MAKE HIM 
INELIGIBLE TO REMAIN CHIEF MINISTER. 

3. PRESS SPECULATION. CONFIRMED TO US BY THREE PUNJAB CABINET 
MEMBERS AMONG OTHERS AT SOCIAL FUNCTION LAST NIGHT. HAS RAMAY 
RESIGNING AS CHIEF MINISTER OVER WEEKEND. MAKING WAY FOR PPP 
PARLIAMENTARY PARTY IN PA TO MEET AND SELECT NEW LEADER TO 
BECOME CHIEF MINISTER WHEN ASSEMBLY RECONVENES NEXT MONDAY, 
JULY 14. ODDS-ON CHOICE TO SUCCEED RAMAY IS FORMER GOVERNOR 
NAWAB SADIQ HUSSAIN QURESHI, RECENTLY ELECTED TO PA IN 
MUZAFFARGARH BY-ELECTION. 

4. MEANWHILE. RUMORS PERSIST THAT GOVERNOR GHULAM MUSTAFA 
KHAR WILL CLEAN THE SLATE BY RESIGNING GOVERNORSHIP SHORTLY 
AFTER CHANGES IN PROVINCIAL CABINET ARE EFFECTED. 

5. SPECULATION ALSO REMAINS STRONG THAT RAMAY, EMTER JOINING 
SENATE, WILL BE AWARDED CENTRAL MINISTZQSHIP FOR HIS COOPERATION 
IN RESOLVING PUNJAB POLITICAL TANGLE. ONE LOCAL VERNACULAR 
(SIASAT) TODAY REPORTS FROM ISLAMABAD CORRESPONDENT THAT 
RAMAY IS LIKELY TO BE GIVEN PORTFOLIO OF REVIVED MINISTRY 

OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING FOR WHICH HE HAS GOOD 
EXPERIENCE. SAME PAPER REPORTS KHAR, AFTER RESIGNING, MAY 
TRAVEL ABROAD INCLUDING MONTH IN U.S. 

SPENGLER 
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